
 

 

Latest Happenings In the Diocese: 
ABP Word of God Encounter 

Mount Calvary Retreat House was filled to capacity with the 
fifty-five Catechists and Biblical Animators from around the 
Diocese who attended the three-day workshop in June. The 
presentations from Archbishop Emeritus Donald Reece, 
Bishop Neil Tiedemann, C.P., and Fr. Thomas Dynetius, were 
thought-provoking and insightful, leaving participants with 
much to reflect on. 
 
Fr. Thomas was the first presenter, relating the Seven “I 
ams” to the Seven Sacraments, e.g. I am the Bread of Life = 
The Eucharist, I am the Light = Confirmation, etc. 
He emphasized the Word of God as the source of life, and 
power for evangelization. He reminded participants that 
animation requires a personal encounter with Jesus, who 
then inspires our encounters with others. As a disciple, we 
are to ask “Who am I?” in embracing life as a disciple 
of Jesus.  
 
Archbishop Emeritus Donald Reece related stories of 
the Bible in which people encountered God.  He called 
persons to examine their own relationships with 
other persons, asking “Do I value and respect the 
other person? Do I see God in the other person?” It is 
when persons see others as objects instead of 
persons, that they mistreat, abuse and use them. 
 
Bishop Neil, C.P. spoke about the Revelation of God 
as the unfolding of the mystery of God throughout 
human history. He also asked persons to think of 
how to implement what they had learned and put it 
into practice in their lives, their Churches and 
their communities.  

 
 
Miss Janet Ramsay of St. Paul of the Cross Cathedral, said that one of the 
most memorable images she retained from Fr. Dynetius’ talk was his 
description of ,who we are’, which is the ’Light of the world, the Salt of the 
Earth and the City on a Hill’. These images reminded her of who we, the 
Church, should be to others who see us.  
 
The weekend’s activities included Lectio Divina and Holy Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Neil, C.P.  
 

Archbishop Emeritus (far right) addresses the workshop participants. 

www.mandevillediocese.org 
Published by the Diocese of Mandeville 

June 2016 

Mass was celebrated by Bishop Neil 
Tiedemann, C.P.  

Fr. Thomas Dynetius (background standing) makes his presentation. 


